
Twenty years ago last month, 
in February, 1986, a set of 
clogging lessons started in 
Grand Prairie and, upon 
completion of those lessons a 
few months later, the Dixie Style 
Cloggers Dance Club was born.  

Collectively, past and present 
there have been over 200+ 
members pass through the 
rosters of the Dixie Style 
Cloggers since it first began. 

Our only active member who 
was one of the “original 
members” of Dixie Style in it’s 
first year is our very own Marie 
Palmer. Newt, Jerri and 
Patience Weeks, came aboard 
during the third class of lessons 
in February 1987. They saw 
Marie  Palmer dancing on the 
DSC exhibition team at the 
Texas Cloggers’ Rally which was 
being held at the LeBaron 
Hotel, in Dallas. How cool is 
that!? During 1986, the Weeks 
family remained active with Big 
D Cloggers, so they didn’t join 
Dixie until two or three years 
later.  Their club (Big D) 
instructor at that time was Judy 
Harrington. 

20 Years Later, Dixie Style Clogs On....... 
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even named Nortex Club of the 
Year in 1992, when Nortex had 
over 100 active clubs.  

The club’s first teenage team 
was called “Rhythmic Impact” 
and the elementary team was 
and still is known today as the 
“Dixie Darlings”.  A lady by the 
name of Karen, directed the 
Impact team and pretty early on, 
Robert Ball directed the Darlings, 
taking them to first place with his 
“John Eric” routine. Robert 
performed with the exhibition 
team, in Memphis, Tennessee, 

and all this was before he had 
even graduated lessons! 
Elaine 
Tucker 
directed 
“Crystal 
Clear”, 
which 
later 
became 
“Dixie 
Dynamite”.  There was also a 
ladies team, which was known as 
the “Dixie Diamonds”.  

Let us also mention Tom 
Wilson.  He took lessons with 
Glen McCrary at the Double 
Eagle Cloggers and a mainstay of 

Apparently, as told by Newt 
Weeks, it all started when Glen 
McCrary, former President for 
the Tanglefoot Square Dance 
Club, took clogging lessons from 
Dale and Lavon Miller, of the 
Double Eagle Cloggers in 
Waxahachie. People in Grand 
Prairie, and from the Parks and 
Recreation Department, had 
asked Glen if he could find 
somebody to teach clogging for 
them. He said he would get 
them somebody, and as luck 
would have it, he was 
unsuccessful in recruiting 
anyone for the job.   Slowly, he 
began to wonder if he could do 
it himself.  After his first day of 
lessons, he was worried that he 
wouldn’t be able to come up 
with material for the next week. 
Soon he had developed a well 
structured set of 90 minute 
lessons that lasted for about 20 
weeks and several hundred 
people took them! Many joined 
the club and some even joined 
the exhibition team.  

Dixie’s first club president was 
Shirley Hackley, who later 
moved to Florida.  Other names 
that we recognize today have 
filled the “presidential seat” in 
those earlier years, such as 
Charles & Evelyn Cole, Robert 
Ball,  who came onto the scene 
around 1988/1989, and Newt 
& Jerri Weeks, just to name a 
few.  All, of whom I’m sure, have 
filled that seat repeatedly during 
the course of DSC! The club was 
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Dixie Style for over 15 years!  Tom 
was a tireless worker and was 
known as Dixie’s main “Float-
Builder”! 

The first club “benefit” was for a 
member whose husband needed a 
kidney transplant and the second 
was for Muscular Dystrophy. The 
club was disappointed to learn that 
a large portion of the donation was 
going toward administration and 
overhead. As a result of the event 
that followed, Evelyn Cole losing 
her mother to cancer, had learned 
about Camp 
Esperanza and 
the Bridewell 
Foundation.  All 
the money  
donated goes 
directly to the 
camp and as 
you can guess, the rest is history! 

We have only covered the first 
few years of our club’s history and 
have hit only bits and pieces of it.   
It seems unfair to only mention just 
a few names here and there,  but 
the people who really count are the 
ones who actively make up our 
club now, as we continue onward 
into our 21st  year!  

Submitted by Newt Weeks 
Edited by Abby Davis 



  ….into March - Saint Patrick’s Day and Birthday Sunday Celebrations! 

Food seems to make gatherings 
more fun, have you ever 
noticed that?  There’s never a 
shortage of snacks and goodies 
for clogger’s when we get 
together for birthday Sunday or 
when celebrating a special 
event!  Here’s to food and fun!! 

  Valentine and Birthday Sunday….and moving on  
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What  a lovely Valentine Couple! 

“Thank-You” to 

the Cassils for 

providing our 

cake! 

Yummy 

Be Mine! 


